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Results  of  Siamese  Elections  of  1946 


By  Ona  K.  D,  Ringwood 

At  the  end  of  January  1946  a  new  National 
Assembly  was  elected  in  Siam.  All  persons  over 
20  years  of  age  were  permitted  to  vote,  and  no 
restrictions  were 

imposed  as  to  - - ■‘1°  ^ - 

race,  sex,  literacy  ^ 

or  property.  In  O  s 
February,  as  a  jo  ^  ^  \ 

result  of  the  bal-  •••*'r^****^  < 

loting,  Kuang  ./mI  I  /  1;) 

Abhaiwong  sue-  i^hiengmai  )  /  J 

ceeded  Seni  Pra-  :  AS  lit 

moj  as  Premier,  jL  ?  / 

but  Pramoj  re-  N  \  A  ^  ^ 

tained  the  post  \  iu  / 

of  Foreign  Min-  =^^Moolm|in  V.  j  'a  Jpafci 

ister  which  he  _ ^  #  \  >7  ) 

had  held  in  his  I  S  |  \  /V 

own  govern-  \\  / 

ment.  Many  of  - L  j  ^ 

the  members  of  \\ 

the  new  Assem-  — -  A.  ^  \ 

bly  came  from  ~<|y  j  7  I  iB^kok 

the  wartime  anti-  _  ^  I  7 

Japanese  resist-  r  ^  ^  _ 

ance  movement  -  \  jt  - 

or  from  the  r.  ^ 

who  had  been  —  0  - 

burSonggram’s 

ment.  But  the  —  J 

inet  contained  no  t-  .  1^  ^ 

representatives  of 

ang  Pradit,  for  i 

despite  Pradit’s  — 

great  personal  ---■ 

popularity,  some  k  -- 

of  his  closest  as-  ■■ 

sociates  were  not 

widely  liked.  The  make-up  of  the  government  also 
reflected  the  fact  that,  while  Kuang  Abhaiwong 
and  Luang  Pradit  had  cooperated  against  the  Jap¬ 
anese,  their  groups  seemed  to  have  drifted  apart 


since  the  defeat  of  the  common  enemy. 

Among  the  difficult  issues  confronting  the  new 
government  was  a  severe  shortage  of  textiles,  shoes, 

paper,  medical 

- r - y -  supplies  and  oth- 

. .••••..  Hanoi#*,ssJK^  commodities. 

The  situation 

) _ >  particularly 

serious  because 

<  Siam’s  ability  to 

t  t^onfeert:  e  •' 

✓  E  pay  tor  imports 

— I  with  exports  was 

curtailed  by  its 
I  ^  p  pledge  of  a  large 

s J  W  I  qO  \  quantity  of  rice 

ibimA  \  \  \  ^  as  reparations 

j  under  the  Brit- 

/ M  Ubun  S  i  s  h  -  S  i  a  m  e  s  e 

— 1\  ^  I  treaty,  as  well  as 
'  “  “  ’  by  the  treaty’s 

1  !  general  restric- 

'i.'\  tions  on  the  con- 

N  u?  ™  ^^f'ade  in 

\  V  ^  such  other  prod- 

^  t  .  ucts  as  rubber, 

jevk  r  A  f^vn  I  .•••■  J  1 

^  and  teak- 

wood.  In  the 

v-”xfrv  field  of  foreign 

-  — •••[  affairs,  apart 

from  the  need 

—  . -  -  ^1  ^  J  for  a  settlement 

^=zz=:^:T=_-r^  1/^  peace  treaty  had 

I  •  with  Australia, 

-  - - technically 

at  war  with 

— -  Siam.  Incidents 

-  0  100  200M  r  .• 

—  affecting 

the  Chinese  pop- 

SRAPHIC  ASSOCIATES  ,  .  . 

ulation  in  two 

towns  near  Bangkok  at  the  end  of  January  tended 
to  sharpen  the  issues  in  Chinese-Siamese  relations 
and  led  some  circles  in  China  to  suggest  the  need 
for  vigorous  action  by  the  Chungking  government. 
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